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By iltc steamer Fulton we have London and Liverpool °Vt

papers to the Ifcth ultimo. Wc make up the following j1b
summarykta|
UntAi Uiutais..Ptuliaiucut is summoned by royal of

modamatiou to aas. wble on Thursday, the dd of Docem- mil
i*r. | ago

It is announced that the British government baa con- to 1
eluded on agreement with the Austrian authorities that, 'J
it the latter will lay down a submarine telegraph line be- Fr«
tween Itugusa and Alexandria, the English government $9
will use tliat and no other in its communications with luai
Irnlia. and will complete the telegraph front Suez to Kur J
rachec or Bombay 'lite London 'limes denounces the luu
Utmain: : "'» 1 '* f>» /. rect

1'urhameut wag not expected to be in session fur more the
than about a fortnight. According to rumor there were l>efj
Other causes than the banking difficulty to Induce gov
tinmen t to call Parliament together.
The honors to be conferred on the Indian generals are

15

officially recorded in the London Gazette. Sir John Lawrenceis apiMtinted Knight Grand Cross of the Bath ; Gen- I
erol Huvelock, Knight Commander of the Buth; and uot

Generals Wilsou, Van Couitlandt, and Chamberlain, of*

Companiums of the Bath, riot
There hail been some rioting among the weavers at <>*«

Lurgan, Ireland, in consequence of their having been "UI

placed ou half time. They attacked the tactory and real- Tb<
deuce of their employer, and seveml persons were wound- der
cd. The police succeeded in restoring quiet. Tki

Another despatch says that the riot was occasioned by v«r

the Introduction of machinery Into the factory, and that be
the police fired upon the mob with fatal effect. t

TiUC OJUSAT HAW*** ^ to (

The Ixmdon Times of the 18th says : rea,

Since the hist failure vogue rumors hove always been ««"

flying about that this maritime town ship was to he ">u

launched in n private and off-hnnd manner. Within the woi

last few days these reports have assumed such a circtim- sul
stautial consistency, and named not only the day hut "id
even the hour at which tlic operation was to be com- 'ul

* S- I..I «<> I
inenceU, ItlUt me suspicious OI Hie lilusi lunrauiuw weie -

gradually overcome. Yesterduy was the day thus urbi- nru

tiarily fixed, and yesterday accordingly witnessed the dis- hk<

appointment of many hundreds, and even thousands, of aie

the would-be sight-seem '

Now, it is not in our power to inform our readers when bo|
the launch, or the next attempt at it, will really hike rc''

place, but wc can at least tell what jierliaps may save No'
the public such a fruitless jourucy to Millwall as that of al«yasterday.Our readers, thou, may implicitly depend 6tr<

upon it that the time tixed for the launch will be kept a thr
strict and most profound secret.that no persons, no 'nc'

matter what their influence, or even connexion with tho too

coin|wny may be, will be admitted to the yard on that
occasion, an(i that the first which the general public is of I
likely to hear of it at all is .that the vessel is at last afloat, (
or that another attempt lias been made to move her with- jja
out success. It is no exaggeration to say that every pos- g0[:
aible precaution is being taken to keep the time which ']
will be api>ointed for this next attempt a real secret, and 'j
even the workmen employed in the yard will not know wv
when it is to take place till they actually begin to push
the gigantic vessel down the "ways "

Any of our reuders who were present at the first at- fjj,
tempt on the 2d of this month will see the imperative for(
necessity for this secrecy being observed. On that ocea- ,icc
sion the yard was thronged with visitors, who were con- her
stantly getting into danger and always getting into the
way. It was then ascertained, when too late, that be- rj
yond doubt a great i n"ir lind been rommittcd in admit- var

ting any j>erson at nil while, in consequence of the pub- ']
licity which the event had obtained, the river was so the
thronged with steamers, crowded down to the water's yha
edge, and haltiug right in the track which the vessel must
have taken had she slipped oil' the ways, that it would
have been nothing short of downright manslaughter to
launch her under such circumstances. To get rid of all
these difficulties, and most especially the bust named, it the
has been decided, as we have said, to keep the w hole '1
matter secret in the strictest sense of the term. All the jty
preparations for making the next attempt are ready, and
tire mutter now rests with Mr. Brunei. Directly he per- j
ccives that the time and tide have come, the effort to
move the ship will be mode at a single hour's notice. We ^
may mention, however, that it will not be long delayed, boa
for It eanuot be concealed that the launching ways have Hoi
yielded, and may yield still more under the tremendous
weight which bears upon them, and that every week she j
remains in her present position greatly increases the difficultycf moving her at all. scu

Till ATLANTIC VXLSOHAril (111.1.
Sta

PtTMOvrn, Nov. 14.- The North of Europe Steam
(()UCompany's packet Lcipslc, Capt. Rivers, which has been

employed in recovering the submerged cable, arrived here
hie morning and proceeded to Keyham yard. The oper- the

at ion was commenced by Mr. Blight, the engineer, on olu
the 22d ult. The hcuvy inshore cable was under-run exp
from the station at Vulencia on a catamaran, formed of a luo
timber framing bearing a saddle fixed between two long ,jiron buoys ; this was towed by the steamer. At a distanceof live miles, which was attained on the 31st of "

October, the gales having interfered with tiie work, the l'a~
boarings were taken, nnd tiie wire was attached to Tex
three chain cables, fitted with a buoy, at a short distance jCp
apart, for connexion with the ocean line to be laid next
spring, when operations will recommence. On Thursday,
the 5th instant, after the wind had abated, tho steamer ou,j
went 10 miles out, grappled the light cable, and com-

1)11

mcnced hauling in, with the aid of a small engine on
raa

deck, which was calculated, with the machinery attached,
to draw about 2 miles per hour in fine weather, and a mile
and a quarter when there was much sea on. About 53 miles
of the ocean wire.and the remainder of tho inshore cable 'J
about five miles.were thus recovered. At a quarter past dat
4 o'clock on Friday, the tith inst , when a heavy swell UW1
and sea prevailed, the wire parted. The bottom there (,j ,i
was rocky, and it is not improbable that the wire, which ',
is capable of licaiing a strain of four tons, was broken by '!'1'

the uneven character of the ground. The recover)-of the u''
remainder must be postponed until next spring, when a kill
small steamer will be scut to meet the Agamemnon, and or
to assist in making the splice with tiie shore cud. the

It is very satisfactory to know that the submerged wire
bears no appearance of injury, and the whole of tire rc- ,el
covered cable cau be used again. There is, of course, a
little rust on the 12 wires which protect the inshore ca- ''
ble, but on rubbing with the finger they become bright lett
again none of the gutta pcrclm coatings are disturbed, b[x|
and the tarring of the wire seems to have stood exceed- <

ingly well. *.
The telegraphic cable in the Agamemnon is passing at "

the rate of ulout a mile per hour from her hold to the
tanks. It goes through a composition of tar, pitch, lin- of
seed oil, and beeswax, and is coiled in circles so compact mo
as to prevent the admission of air. About 250 miles are intl
landed. . \ ]
Francs..M. Dc Royer, procuieur general of the court f

of Cassation, was to lie appointed Minister of Justice, ;. r
vice M. AbUitucd, deceased. j,)]fIt is believed that the convocation of the legislative
cori>» for the 28th November is a mere matter of fonn,
and that nothing more will be done than taking the llM c

oaths and the verification of jtowets. Tiie session for 'I
the despatch of business will probably commence in rait
January, at whiclt period the .Senate is also to be con- stat
voked.
The Paris correspondent of the London Post savs that

several Parisian firms are reported to have convoked their 1
_

mott important creditors to concur with them in the ,a'''
necessary means to prevent a public failure, and pro!si- thci
bly to come to a provisional susixmsion of payment. This the
means of staving off difficulties will, the writer thinks, ,,;0|
be generally acoeptcd In France.
The increase of the rate of discount by the Bank of

France is said to have caused considerable embarrassment,-
but no failures of moment were apprehended Several *'
chambers of commerce were understood to be preparing nur

addresses to the Emperor, in order to explain to him the Jver
situation of affairs The distress in the manufacturing ''q
districts was vctv great. J rot*
Spain..Madrid papers of the 11th November report an ger

extraordinary fall in the price of grain in all the Spanish *hi|
markets. of s

It is said that the Bank of Spain was preparing to issue liav
bank notes of the value of iOO reals. ioni
A letter from Madrid announces the discovery of a

conspiracy among the abolitionist party in < atalon in w|1(
Several of the principals engaged in it"arc supposed to rno
have been shot. ()
The directors of the Bank of Spain had, after delibcra- y,eting on the subject, resolved to maintain the rate of dis rilcount at five per cent f

India.. Ihc English papers contain voluminous cor- con

rctpondence from India, but, as usual, all the importaut ,0 4
facts have been anticipated by tclccrauh. Full details of
the capture of Delhi and the relief of I.ucknow are given,

t the former it is stated that the entire British force nh)
was little over 8,4)00 men, lass than half of whom were m*

Europeans, The resistance they met with was most oh;stiimtc. an.I their actual loss in killed and wounded on A
(ho day of the storming was 61 officers and 1,178 men one

In regard to the relief of Lncknow, it is said that On. new
Haveloek would have to leave a small garrison there with was
the women and children, and cut his way lack to Cawn- tabl
pore, aa he was hemmed in by at laast 30,000 mutineers, ins*
which of course prevented the removal of the Europeans pus

WASHINGTON CITY.
jti 4..*» j»

FRIDAY MORNING. UK 4, IN*.

The following senator and members of Congress
arrived in this city yesterday : Hon. Messrs. Philip
Allen, of Rhode Island ; George 8. Houston, of Alabama; William Barksdale and L. Q. C. Lamar, of

Mississippi; Thomas H. Bocuck, of Virginia; A. R.

Wright aud James L. 8eward, of Georgia; Charles
Ready, of Tennessee ; E. Joy Morris, William Montgomery,Henry M. Philips, Galuslia A. Grow, John
llickmap, and John R Edie, of Peuu.; Clark B. Cochrane,A. B. Olin, i. W. Sherman. Daniel E. Sickles,
E. B. Morgan, and R. E. Kenton, of New York ; C. B.

Tompkins, of Ohio ; Samuel Arnold, of Connecticut;
N. Abbott, of Maine; Charles L. Scott, of California;

William G. Whitely, of Delaware; John G. Da
vis, of Indiana; Aaron Shaw, of Illinois J. W. Stevenson,of Kentucky; W. D. Brayton, of Rhode
Island; and Linns B. Comins, of Massachusetts.

AUTHORITATIVE PRECEDENTS
The stress laid by sotae of our cotemporarics on

the fact that the Kansas convention submitted only a a

tiarf unrt net the whole constitution to the nouular 1
I * "J."

judgment has induced us to recur to two recent pre-
(

cedents, which, in the present case, are entitled to peculiar
weight.

The first is a bill reported from the Committee on

Territories, in the Reimte, on the 17tli of March,
1856, by Judge Douglas, entitled " A hill to authorizethe pcoplo of the Territory of Kansas to-form a

constitution and State government, preparatory to

their admission into the Union when they have the

requisite population." This bill provided that after
it should be ascertained that there was the requisite
population tho legislature of Kansas should he
authorized to provide for the election of delegatos
to form a constitution, at which all white male inhabitantsover twenty-one years of age, and actual
residents for six months, should vote. The constitutionso to he made was required to bo submitted
to the people for ratification. The convention was
left to make all the necessary provisions for submit- 8

ting the constitution to the ratification or rejection of
the people. This bill was not passod, and, we believe,not acted on by the Henate.* t
The second precedent is a bill introduced by Mr. (

Toombs, and which finally passed the Senate on the (
2d of July, 1856. Its title was substantially the |
mmn with that of .InHff"* Done-las. It rirovided for

en Mr. Fh»h wink almost like lend; but not quick
ugh to "sure Ida mmt/' tor he wiik not at sufficient
th to be out of reach of the ship's keel. When
tub roee, the water for some distance around wan
naoned with its blood. Though with tlimiuMhod funic
ahlp struck with great violence, fuming the monster
ipletely on its be am cuds, in which position It came
he surface on the larboard side, and just in time to rereanother severe "thump" from the steamer's padButit was not killed, for it was seen making its
r to the land muou momenta after. Humboldt people
V look oat for a supply of light..Sarrammto Union.

Ianulactone* at the eastward are said to be steadily,
after another, resuming operations, despite the hardiof the times. Manufacturers urge that " there never
a period In which the prosper-t for the tucowisftil esishmcntof home industry was ao great as at present,
mochas British competition Is, in a great measure
ifrnted by over-trading during the last few years."

an enumeration of the inhabitants, and for this purposerequired the President to appoint five commissionersunder specific regulations. After completing
the enumeration as directed, those commissioners
were required to have an olection held on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 1856,
for members of a convention to form a constitution
for Kansas. The commissioners were to make all
needful rules and regulations for holding the election.Every white male citizen over twenty-one
years of age, and a bom fide inhabitant on the 4th of

July, 185G, and who had been a resident three
months, was entitled to vote. Stringent provisions l
were mado to secure to every voter the freo exercise |
of his right. Tho delegates elected woro required t

to assemble on the first Monday of December, 1856, <

and determine whether it was expedient to form a (

State constitution; if deemed expedient, they were i

to proceed to form a constitution and State govern- c
i ...v:.t. I.. ......VK,.... {. r r._ _.i
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mission iuto the Union. No provision uw made for
submitting the constitution to the people for ratification
or rejection, in tchole or in part, but the same was to be
valid when made by the convention.

This bill was fully discussed in tho Senate, and
amendments made to secure the unbiased cltoico of
delegates. It was passed by the united vote of the
democratic senators against the porsistent oppositionof tho black-republicans. In the House it failed
to pass ; but there, too, it received the approval of
the democratic members. We have a right, therefore,to bring forward this case as a conclusive precedentestablishing it as the judgment of the entiro
democratic representation in the last Congress that
Kansas ought to bo promptly admitted us a Htate,
and that it is not an essential prerequisite that its consti-
tutton should he submitted for popular ratification.
At the same time it is proper to remark that the i

bill for the purpose reported by Judgo Douglas, as <

well as the action of Congress on the Minnesota bill, r

shows that the submission of a constitution for pop- t
uk»r ratification was recognised and sanctioned by t

the democrats of the same Congress ;ih a proper pre- c

limiuary stop when the same is ordorod either by the c

enabling preparatory act or by the decision of the <

constitutional convention. The precedents taken to- <

gether demonstrate the position that the submission i

of the constitution in whole or in part is not an in- a

dispensable prerequisite, according to democratic t
usage, to the admission of a new Rtate. r

It will be recollocted that it was in consequence of t
the defeat in the house by the black-republicans of i
the Henatc bill before referred to that the legislature t
of Kansas passed an act providing for the doing of \

the same thing proposed by the Senate bill. The
act so passed by the Kansas legislature was recog- f

niscd as valid by President Buchanan and by Gov. 1
Walker, and by all democrats. It is not denied that t

the election for delegates was fairly held according f
to the act of the legislature. Gov. Walker nrged tho I
free-State men to come forward and aid in forming a I
constitution- They bad ample assurance that they r

would be protected in a free exercise of tho elective j
franchise. They resisted all his appeals and allowed I
the delegates to be chosen by tho pro-slavery men. t

In accordance with the true spirit of the Kansas t
act, the President recognised the delegates so olocted c

as representing the legal majority of the people, and, t
therefore, as constituting a legal convention with \

power to frame a constitution and submit it in whole c

or in part, or to send it directly to Congress, as they i
deemed beat. Now, the question presented is, shall i
the action of tho convention be recoguiaed as legal, n

or shall it be repudiated as illegal ? Shall the ad- \

ministration go back and inquire whether any, and ^
how many, of the people refused to vote for dele- i

gates ? ou what grouuds they refused tq vote 1 and d
whether any of ths delegates made pledges as to submittingthe constitution which they have not re- t
deemed ? It is aeon at once that to do theee things li
would iuvolve the administration in the incon- |
sistency of having recognised the election of del n

egates as regular and legal, and the body of the con- It
vention aa legal and valid ; but because the whole h
constitution was not submitted, of instituting in- ti

quiries to ascertain the legality or illegality of the e

convention. Theee are the inquiries which the black a

ui Lucfepsuw, ur the proaet utfon of foutier offwane
ntkfll
I postscript to the Bombay coue*ponl«ncr at the
«m w0» that a letter from Cawnpore of the 2«1 October
tee that Havelock's force* had nearly gained possession
the whole dty of Lueknow ; that it had beeu deter-
led to bold the town, constructing a fort to provide
imt emergencies, and to send the women and childreu
'awnpore ' ' '

The uioney market at Calcutta waa very stringent
igbts were low. The quotation to America was 99 to
00 per ton, and many of the American chips were

ding on owners' account.
1 laige majority of the European residents at Calcutta
I united in an address to the Queen, requesting the
ill d the governor-general. U rd Canning, to whom
y attribute in strong terms the calamities which have
dlen India. . , ,

(l'oriM|KS>ileues uf Liu Lunlwu IUims.J
rut rmnuox at ax zsu?.obnkbal uAveuxga roamoK.
iclhi, tiicn, has fallen, bat 1 would warn your readers
to believe tliat the revolt is therefore over. The fail
he city hi important to our prestige, and may be injursto the morale of the rebel forces, but tbe physical
ingth of the revolt Is almost unimpaired. The greater
nher of the mutineers in Delhi must have escaped,
ire is no cavalry to send after them, and natives unullcircumstances outmarch troops led by Europeans.
3 force in Delhi lias been much reduced, and cannot be
y *i>eedilr reinforced. The battle-field will probaby
transferred to Oude,
ten. Havelock's splendid man li on Lueknow saved the
ropeans imprisoned there, but lie is too wvak-lialided
fleet more. It Is doubtful even if he will sueceed iu
ching Cawnporo. He is hemmed in by a force which
uot number less than 30,000 men, with all the comnicationNin their hands, an amazing number of cani,plenty of provisions, and the sympathy of the Mus[iianpopulation. There are no troojis to send to his
and he designs, it is said, to leave a small garrison

Lueknow, uud cut his way with the remainder back
Jawnpore. Hound that station, again, the Uwalior
tineers are said to be concentrating ; but this report,
r most others, requires confirmation. At present they
threatening Agra.
n truth, notwithstanding the fall of Delhi, all we can

mi to do is to maintain our ground until the English
iforceinents arrive. They cannot be hero in force till
member. They will then be tmnsi»orted in steamers
i by immense bullock trains to Allahabad, whence
>ng columns, under Kir Colin Campbell, will sweep
uugli the northwest aud Oude, reconquering the provesus if they had never been in our jioasession. This
veuieut cannot be commenced till the lid of December,
till then 1 luivc not a hope of reporting the approach
wnnauent tranquillity.
'hina..Lord Elgin returned to Hong-Kong from Inonthe 20th September. It was rumored that he was

ug to Shanghai.
lie blockade on the Canton river was still maintained,
.'he Hong-Kong corresjiondent of the London Times
s:
At Shanghai a difference has occurred between the

lerican and French consuls and the foreign inspectors.
: latter refused to grant permission for the re-export of
;igu rice to u port in China. The French consul lias
lured his intention to give the vessel taking the rice
clearance, and, if necessary, to protect the vessel from
nfercnce on the part of Cliinesc officials.''
tannage at Hong-Kong was abundant. Teas had adicedin price at all the outposts.
.he United .States frigate Levant was at Hong-Kong on
25tli September, and the steamer Kan Jar into at

uighai on the 16th.

LATER FROM TKXAK.
iv the way of New Orleans we have Galveston dates to
23d ultimo.
lie Galveston Civilian reports another week of inactivinthe cotton market, so far as sales, "though the re)tsand exports have gone on, if not as rapidly as usual,
east to it respectable extent," the former adding up
03 bales, the latter 1,345. Stock on hand and on shlp,rdnot cleared, 10,937 bales. Stock at Galveston nnd
uston, 15,000 bales.-largest ever known at this season,

iniated incoming crop, 95,000 bales.
'rocccdings of the legislature are unimportant The
ate has decided in favor of one university instead of
>. A bill providing for the geological survey of the
te had been reported, and it was thought would herea law. The Galveston and Henderson railroad bill,
riug passed the senate, was set dowu for the 19th in
house. Mr. Kinney, of Nueces, lias introduced a restiouinstructing the committee on slavery to report the
icdiency of exempting from execution for debt one or

re slaves of all debtors.
he joint resolution requesting their senators and inlctlugtheir representatives In Congress to urge the
sage of a law authorizing the raising of a regiment of
ias rangers for protection of the frontier from Indian
ircdations has passed. The Galveston News says :

' The increasing frequency of Indian outrages upon
border population, and the inadequacy of the present
itary force of the United States to re|*»l and punish tho
ra tiding savages, demand the immediate action of tire
eminent, and we trust the importance of the subject

1 1>c so apparent to the President, that lie will devote a

tion of his first annual message to it.
.'he Belton Independent records further Indian depreionsin that vicinity. On the 1 ltli they stole und drove
»y over one hundred horses. One cavallado of about
bty in numlier was taken from within three miles of
tcsville, the county scat. A party had started in pur[.Mr. Lewis, son-in-law of Moses Jackson, esq., was

.ed on Pecan Bayou, near Camp Colorado, by Indians,
men disguised as such. Others had been attacked bv
mt and there was a general disposition among the set'sto leave unless immediate assistance was sent to
m.
rhc editor of the Civilian has been shown by Cnpt. Fol:,of San Luis Islaud, two stalks of Chinese sugar cane

teen feet long and two inches in diameter. The soil
San Luis is light and sandy like that on Galveston
.nd.
i'he Houston Telegraph statcH that about thirty miles
the Harrisburg railroad is now graded beyond Richnd,leaving about twenty more to grade to reach Colbus.The track-layiug will commence next month.
Kjrtion of the iron is now in Galveston
ten. Henderson, newly elected United btatcs senator,
onvalesceut. 'lire successor of the lamented General
,k. he will proceed to Washington immediately. It is
:ed that Senator Hemphill will not resign his position
hicf justice until after the next August election,
lie weather in the upjx-r counties has been cold and
ly. Damage hua been done to cotton throughout tin;
te.
lie overland mail brings intelligence that the Vlmns
Mericopus Indians were planning an expedition in re-

at ion against the Gila Apaches for the Inroad made on

ir villages last month. The battle then fought was

largest Indian fight which had occurred in those re-

as for many years.

Srr.AMr.x is Collision witn a Whals. On the last
of the steamer Columbia from Oregon an unusual

al>er of the species of whale known as "humpback"
o observed sporting in the neighborhood of Humboldt
as only monsters of the deep can sport. 'I'he steamer,
h wind and steam fair in her tail, was running at the
s of ten or twelve knots on hour, when, says a pnsscn,a huge whale raised to blow within half a rod of the
j's prow, its body lying at right angles with her course

ailing! Full thirty feet of the monster's back must,
e bean exposed, and all were expecting an old-fashed

" Crssb, the cruel eooltor parsed mil Ihro' thy cell,"'

epuhMcans urged »hen ii>n resisted th» legality of n

ha Kgp«as legislature, and they involve the question* B

in which they attempt to juetih tinn assumption a

hat the con veiltie* wan illegal ami a bogvt body. ' c

The great principle of the Kansas bill wan, that the ii

>eople of Kansas should regulate their own domestic i

nstitution* in their own way. There was to be no '

uterference or intervention from any quarter. It S
vua ibotumbout on the federal executive If protect 1
he people in their right to frame their own inatitu- I

iona, and to aee that the will of the majority ahould F
revail. Thia obligation could only be discharged *

>y adhering to legal proeeeilmgs in the ascertainment 1

if the will of tire people. That was the clear mean

ug of the doclriue of popular sovereignty engrafted
ipou the Kansas hill. Bo it has been interpreted in a

ivery issue with black republicans that has arisen
in Kunaaa affairs. When, therefore, the President )
ecognises the uctiou of the Kansas convention, he >

loea so because that action is legal, and because it j|
arriss out the principle of popular sovereignty iu C
he only way contemplatod by the Kansas act.that 1

s, by legal proceetlmgs. He could not repudiate that t

iction, and recommend L'ougress to reject the consti- «

ution, without justly subjecting himself to the charge *

if violating tho groat principle of non-intervention. t
In the absence of any restriction in an enabling act ot '

digress the people of Raima* have as clear a right .
,o decide whether their constitution should bo sub- c

nitted for popular ratification, in whole or in part, ^
is they have to decide whether slavery shall or shall t
ot exist. They can only settle this question, how- v

iver, by the legal decision of the people. If the late
(invention was a legal body, and its action within t

ho scope of its legal power, it is a clear infraction 1

>f the doctrine of non-intervention to attempt to de- },
eat the legully-expressed will of the people, upon «

he assumption that tho whole constitution ought to *

lave been submitted. The Kansas act declares that ii
he people of Kansas have a full right to decide that c

juestion. They have decided it by the action of a j,
egal convention, and the administration, in recog- o

lising that action, iB faithfully carrying out the spirit J
md letter of the Kansas act. 0

THE PROPOSED DISTRICT CODE. >

We give below a criticism upon an expression in *

i recent article in the Union concerning the law, and
he practice under it, In this District. Wo expressed
ho opinion that in no place in the Union were the
aw and practice so unsettled as here. This optionwe behove to be literally true, and had our corespondentbeon quite familiar with both in the sev-

^
ral States he would probably have arrived at the ^
lame conclusion. We have tho common law, not as

{
t now stands in England or Maryland, but as it exstodin both at the date of the revolution. Every ^

awyer knows that this system has changed since
^

hen in many particulars, and is continually chang- (

ng, so tliat recent decisions in either do not declaro
he law as it exists here. Many English statutes r]
lot re-enacted in Maryland, and all the statutes of j
hat State, "us far as applicable," are in force here.
(Vhich are and which are not applicable and in force
tore has always been doubtful and matter of dispute,
'robably two-thirds of these statutes are inappli- c

;able, but it would, we suspect, seriously puzzle t

>ur correspondent to tell which. Maryland had a «

ihnnccllor and a chancery system, but much of tlio *

nachinery of that system is inapplicable to the cir:uitcourtof this District, the jurisdiction and powers
if which are matters of much controversy. Much of
he criminal and penal code of Maryland, and the
node of action under it, are inapplicable in this I)isrict.The town aud county regulations are almost
vholly inapplicable.
Men are bound to know and obey the law, but h

if the two enormous quartoes containing the.old 1

Maryland statutes which were in force when they
vero extended over the District, no ordinary citizen, r

md only a portion of the lawyers, cau tell what por- 0

ions arc binding. Even the laws of Congress aro but '

ittlo better. What is in force and what not is vcho- c

nently disputed, ns all must know who understand ^

he matters in controversy concerning the hanks and
he issue of bills by unincorporated companies ; able
awyers, both in and out of the District, entertaining t
liffcrent opinions. - c

The fees that the elerk may retain, and the o

node of collection, are matters of controversy. In- 1;
lictments can bo found for common-law offences, a

lome of which aro wholly unsuited to the present N

inies, such as those for scolding and punishing
vomcn by ducking for that offence. The extent c

>f the circuit court jurisdiction over federal offi- v

:ers is still an agitated question. The powers and t

luties of magistrates and constables are not clearly 1

letined. To what extent tobacco is, by law, a meas- t

ire of value, in certain cases, like holding to bail, '

mil for certain fees of office, is not free from quos-
'

ion. Whether, iu any case, under the Maryland t
itatutcs, the President can perforin certain duties n

hat they devolved upon the executive of that State
s still an open question. It is also unsettled whether
he marshal of the District can perform every duty
vliich a Maryland or English sheriff might. p
There is no and to doubtful questions growing out <~

f the anomalous condition of the law in this District. «

[tie practice of the courts is equally uncertain, and t1
iven more difficult to learn. There is not a book of
onns or a work on practice wholly applicable to the
tistrict. Some points were disposed of in Cranch's
ieports, but everything else, except forty-six rules,
eats in recollection, and is constantly matter of dis-
>ute. No study can find it out. Those who have
iccn long at the bar and havo memory enjoy advanagesthat no learning and talent can secure. A pracicewhich does not result in a formal judgment rcc-

ml in every case finally adjudicated may well be
ermed loose, if not unsettled. The same may be said
vherc, without written direction from the party, the 1

:lerk enters appearances, picas, demurrers, kc. It
h said that when a magistrate renders a judgment
n favor of a party lie gives it to him on a paper,
md he takea it away with him, and whenever he f

vants an execution lie ran call upon any other ma- t

;i«trate in tlie District to issno it, and that there in
10 office where the debtor can pay his debt and be ,

lischarged. If this is so, a remedy is needed.
Our correspondent will learn by inquiry that both r

he bar and the pnblio desire such changes in the h

»w, and the practice under it, as will give the peo- c

de of the District the advantage of all the improve- ^
lents made in botli in the different States within the 1

Mt sixty years, few of which have fonnd their way j'
iere. We are for improving the law and the praciceas far as it can be done. We do not think that
ither came to perfection during the last century .

ny more than the implements of industry. If h

feifefortjift had ovv l-eec toh iifl, w. »

|©v have ti i.»ln by battel and hy » ompurg
d women > ininheri or hung for the sup

riuie of witchcraft, and sedition laws to

ah men for speaking evil of dignitaries. If nc
vore accomplished hut bringing the laws tog
n one volume, the proposed code would be a

;ain. But, in our judgment, the codifiers hav<
>"«ed very groat and useful improvements,
leneficial to all and injurious to none, whetln
iroscnt laws and practice are unsettled or not,
rhich we differ in opinion from our correspond
Hi the UlU ir «/ the fetes
In your article of the 26th iuat. on the new c

his District is the following "It is probable that
ilace within the Uniou is the law, and the practice un
o uinMled and uncertain ss in this District.''
This is truly startling language, and would seem

>ly a state of beniglitiueiit truly astonishing for
Iviug in the capital city of the nation law uui

rhich lias beeu adjudicated under for fifty or a hi
ears! Law uuccrtain which has been interpret!
ustained in the decision* of the United States fcju
'ourt I Ibis Is a bold charge, and would mean
hat our law-makers were very obtuse men, making
rith no meaning in them, or that our courts, su
.ud inferior, after many years of labor and study
o unfortunate as to be unable to give light on si

fniilarly treated of and easily understood In otber ]
Ve think, you will admit neither of those not th<
>ec*use the meu who framed our Maryland statute
he men who framed the British statutes, on ant

thick many of the Maryland are drawn, were men

.hility none will gainsay; nor the other, because t
isions of our courts will compare favorably with
he Union. If, then, the fault lies neither in th
nakers nor in the expounders of the law, It must
he law Itself, which is not only the cuse Sere, but
rhere, and always unsettled and uncertain until tin
interpretation make certain and give to it stabilit
re have been fifty years or more under our prcsei
em of law, and are still in the dark, what a drear)
ect we liave for the next fifty to come if we ado
iew code, which is likely to consume not only fifty
ii expounding it, hut which in one short section i

ft the work of fifty years ]«sst law, you will aril
tiring of slow growth, and has in our pasthistor
ery cautiously handled by men of the first class c

ty, because of the vast [influence it exerts on hunt
iety, especially such as ours, where it is the onlj
er, and where, when doubtful and untried, it act
njuriously. Wc confess that in these late days s<

ur States have been overturning their old landn:
iut with what improvement perliajis some of tli
ists of crime and disorder can explain which are m

iur eyes in the daily prints. We desire to sec n

myrovanenl» in this District, and hope you will n

our influence to sweep away our present system b
here may be some things which need alterntlo
rhich can be done singly and deliberately by Congi

"A DI8TRICT DEMOCRA
Novkmhkr 29, 1857.

THE 8LAVE TRADE.
The Scourge, paddle-wheel steamsloop, ai

it Spithead, England, the 14th ult., from the
if Good Hope and West Coast of Africa sta

ihe reports the slave-trade becoming quite bri
he coast of Africa. Her Majesty's screw steair

Uecto has captured fonr slavers lately, one t

unall quantity of specie on board for the put
if cargo. Her Majesty's sloop Sappho had c

ine slaver on shore and rescued 350 slaves ;
50 more were reported to be drowned and mi
The Blavcr wan afterwards burnt as ahe lay <

>cach.

SENATOR HAMMOND.
Three ballots were taken by the general ass<

>f South Carolina for United States senator,
he vacancy occasioned by the death of the la
rd Butler. On the third ballot Gen. llammon
sleeted. The vote stood :

J. H. Hammond
F. W. Pickens
Scattering

SOUTH CAROLINA.
The report of the comptroller general of

'arolina shows that tho tax collected for 16

lixty-sovon thousand and twenty-five dollari

liuety-six cents less than that for It also
hat the dividends received by tho State upo
uilroad stocks which she owns, and which cos

mo million nine hundred and forty-two tho
hrce hundred dollars, amounted during the la
al yc:\r to seven thousand seven hundred and c

ive dollars only.
A DREADFUL SPECTACLE.

It will bo remembered that the Russian line-t
lo ship Lefort lately capsized at noonday in tli
if Finland, carrying down twelve hundred pel
f whom nearly four hundred were females. A

ately descended to the wreck, and referring t<
writer in the Loudon Times from St. Petcrsl
ays:

4 Such persons as were on deck at the time w
ourse, at once washed away ; but the divers for
ess than 1,100 corpses in the cabins between deel
n the hold of the vessel, all clinging to some port
he timbers of the ship or to each other. The hoi
His fearful sight appear* to have been aggravated
ircumstance that the isxiies were already far gone
ompositlon, and, with a few exceptions, the eye
vide open and glaring. The effect of this dreadfu
acle on the divers was such that one of thom was

mablc for many days to recount the ghastly see
tad witnessed down in that hive of putrifying ct

,nd on his persistent refusal to repeat his visit thei
ent home."

THE FROST AND THE SUGAR CROP.
The Baton Rouge (La.) Advocate of the 191

;ives a gloomy account of the ''effect of the i

old nights and heavy frosta, succeeded by )

ummer-like weather, equally, if not more serf

lamaging" on tho sugar crop. It says :

'' Wo were in company yesterday with some f
ix of the largest and most intelligent planters f

Arish and Weat Baton Rouge, who gave us the gin
eport of their prospects. TTiat the crop has been i
!& per cent, from the causes wc have mentioned
eeme to be no question whatever.
" On one plantation just Iwlow our city the mo*

iriant growth of cane we have neon during the
urning out between 1,000 and 1,200 pound* to th
iefore the frosts nearly double that yield wan call
ipon. Other* testified to a like falling off in their
ations There can be no doubt but the crop will I
hort of what wm anticipated two and even one w«

otter* from the Lafourche have been exhibited
rhk-h satisfy us that the disaster is not confined
atitnde.

GEN. QUITMAN.
The Memphia Appeal of Saturday say* :

"Gbi. Johh A. Qvithax..We learn that this
fuiahed soldier and statesman, accompanied by two
laughters, will take Memphis in his route to Wash
ity. He is expected up on the John Simonds."

< VmvirrioN or Mail boasus Wm. R. Coleir
routh of only 14 years, has been convicted at Rich
Virginia, of stealing from the post office a letter cc

ng $lt>:t. The jury have signed a petition to the
lent, asking him to pardon the prisoner, who is th
on of a widowed mother. The brothers Daniel ar

unon Lochbaum, arrested some weeks since for
obbery In Knox county, Illinois, were arraigned
lays ago in the United States district court at CI
key were indicted for embenalement, and were sen

o ten years' imprisonment in the penitentiary,
oo, are sons of a respectable widow lady.

[Rirhmtmd Bnqu
The New Haven Register says it is a (act that a

nnnity of Free lovers, similar to the one just hrol
n Sandusky, Ohio, now exists in New Haven ooun

liould COMMERCIAL BTATIKTICB OF UltKECK

atom, The treaty of December 10, 1837, between the

posed United Htatoa aud Greece stipulates an entire recip.
pun- rocity in commerce and navigation between the two
thing countries- Notwithstanding the liberal provisions of

ether thia treaty, tho direct trade between the United States
great and Greece ia inconaiderable, few of our veaaela #u»

pro- taring any of the porta of the kingdom. The Turk
alike ial>, English, French, Austrian, arid national flags

.r tho are those under which the foreigu trade of Greece ia
about chiefly conducted, and the relative rank of these
lent: tbtg" may be aeen from the following statement, based

on an average calculation of the trade of the chief
ode of port.the l'iroeua.for a series 6f five consecutive
in no 8 .

der it, ' : .

Austria............. ..............24.27 per teat.
to iui- Turkey --- - - 22. #1 "

those France ..19.87 "

tiled England 14 62 "

indred Tuscany.. 7 "

d and Other countriea. -10.32 "

preuio census of 1853 show* the population to be

"laws 1.043,127, and a late government publication, tram
iperior mitted to the British board of trade in May last,

it+ecU c'a8Bifios population according to trades and
daces, profession# ss follows :

8 first Archbishops j»
s,and prteeU snd monks 5,1«?
1 from justices. 497
whose Administrator*.....:. 1 2,10k
hedf" Army and navy 6,250
"7 ,n Commercial officers 6, Jig
®u*- Doctor* 174
t be in Layers JSJ
every- oy,er profession* 67t
le*n Mldwlve* 1,300
y- Agriculturists anil shepherds... ...-119,230
" »y«- Merchant* 6,280
Pr,7' Town population.. i 36,691

P* t,lc Marine* 26,312
yenre

'

iweeps Total udulU321,280
ls Female adults (estimated) 321,280

f abll" ' 'nt'or >'0<u's (both *exe*) <00,567
***"' 1,043^127

niM- (

'

t most There were in the kingdom, at the commencement
nf 1 OftT A RAA AAA nlmon anil oaoin 1 «)A AAA rtAU,.

iMhirli oxcni &c-> an'l 165,000 horses and inulea. The prineetingcipal articles of Grecian produce, with their respec0such tjve values, are shown in the following tabular stateotadd .

ccause "lent, compiled from official returns of the Grecian
n, but government in 1856 :

2T?; Wheat, bushels, 7,499,804 valueCurrants,Venitlan, pounds, 60,000,000 $5,000,000
Silk, okes 115,385 =«. pounds 319,889 1,597,795
Tobacco, okes 2,000,000 = pounds 5,500,000 840,000
Vallouia cantars, (cwt.,) 150,000 180,000

rived
Cape Total value of chief products ... 7,617,795
tioiiH 7*Asfollcm ing tabular statement exhibits the values qf imports into

' and exports from, Greece during the gears 1861- 54.
isk on %r . ...m. .

lean. Imports. hxports. Total,
isloopDrachmas. Drachmas. Drachmas.

vith a 1851 25,819,702 13,481,202 39,300,904
.haK. 1852 24,982,205 10,402,212 36,384,417

1853 20,209,960 8,988,890 29,198,860
Irivcn 1854 25,587,690 14,851,202 40,438,892
about Tabular statement exhibiting the countries trhich participated in

ssing. the above import trade duritfg thefour years, and the average
>n the amount assigned to each.

Countries.
Kngland $919,880

United Htates 29,220
Austria 682,805

smbly France 333,525
to fill Kgypt and Candia 130,610

Italy 70,763
mcnt- Ionian islands. - 238,275
d was Russia - . . 126,920

Turkey 1,400,940
Others 375,186

1 otes. J[dndar statement shoving the countries to irhich the exports trere
" stjU during the four years, and the amount assigned to each.

14 Countries. I

England $837,325
United States . 24,085 I
Egypt and Candia . 65,170 I

South Austria 474,315 |
157 is France - - 176,305 jl

. Italy - 70,035
" aua Ionian islands 170,440 E
slates Russia 100,325 |i
n the Turkey-.- 191,630 I
"

Others 27,775 I
^

An examination of the leading imports from Great I
Britain to Greece for the annual average of the four

st fisyears from 1851 to 1854 will excite Home surprise
that the American flag has not engaged more actively
in this trade, especially when, as respects navigation
dues and commercial privileges, our vessels enjoy an

>f-bat- equality with those of Groat Britain in the I'iroeus
io bay and other ports of Greece, while in regard to merchanrsons,dise American shippers have the advantage in sevdivereral of the leading articles. The chief imports from
i this, England are manufactures, sugar, coffee, metals, salt

burgh fish, (herring and codfish, mostly from Newfoundland,)silk, crockery, perfumes, paint, powder, and
ere, of tobacco. In what are denominated colonial products.
ind no am] ovon jn the various manufactures of cotton,
k» and
ion of which find a market in the Pireeus and other ports of
ror of Greece to the amount, in value annually of two to

to de- ^ree millions of dollars, the American captain would
s were always find a ready and profitable market, while
1 spec- there would ho but little risk in obtaining freights
Defile ^or other markets or return cargoes for a direct
jrpses, voyage homewards. The quantity of salt fish iiu0|WM ported into Greece is yearly increasing, as this f

article ia coming into large consumption among the f

people, and ia in great demand during their season
;li nit. 0f lent, immediately before Christmas,
recent There ia no daily or weekly statement of imports

'

vurm, al,d exports published in Greece as in other countries, j
rmsly, anj their enstom-honse reports are not considered f

very reliable media for obtaining accurate infor- jj
ive or mation respecting the commercial movements of the |
oniiest kingdom. We know so littlo, therefore, in reference

njured to the details of the foreign commerce of this coun- j
there try, that we have taken some pains to prepare from

i* lux- various authorities, all official, the following ruling
year is market pricea after payment of the customs duties

iit*te<i °' fading imports into Greece during the year
calm- 1856:
fall far if^^poisns. per piece.. $3 44
>kago. 1 56
5° ftallco printed - do.... 2 1*
to this Cotton twist per bundle.. 108

Gray cloth per piece.. 1 92
Gray striped per yard.. 7

Lead perewt... 6 40
Sugardo IS #o

distin- Pepper .do 15 40 I
ofhi* Alum do 3 00|
ington Indigo .. per 2) lb*.. 4 <0 K

Cochineal do 4 Ofl I
Hide*..'. percwt... 41 *0

,w»- » Coffee do.... 15 34
Herring per bbi.. 10 40

JOodllsh.., per 100 lhs. 5 00
Pr""' Saltpetre do.... 13 74
e only
k1 Sol The trade between Greece and the Ionian island*
a mail ja rcly extensive, and is carried on chiefly by small

ilcago* vessels, under the Greek and Ionian flags, of from
teneed one to thirty tons burden. They bring passenger*

as well aa merchandise, landed from the Liverpool
rrr steamers at Corfu. This indirect conveyance, with

the cost of rcshipment, freights, commissions, he.,
ten np augments the prims cost of British imports, s large
ty- portion of which is thns introduced into Grsece.

I


